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1. H1. €. 06/39/2024-SEHAR- FUTSSH UT ATEedo e haa<d THTHUIH 3% ST
(& s w<% =7 F “Hroauausrs” off w27 @7 §) 3T awed gty uartauee (R
AN H<h & F “THUAY AT Figl 797 7) (B o amfes &9 § “arags” ST0ar “ar=aaadr |l
FgT AT g) F THI-THT I TAT HTEd ST o < AfefaasT 1975 (S amr ‘srferfa=s «fF
Fgl AT 3) T ITeh! THA-THT T TAT FINTET HAT goah S (ATaST 9T awqel it T8+,
S 9T TTAEqAHET 8eF T AT AT GUZ0 q9T &fa Heriwor) e, 1995 (& amr

8453 G1/2024 1)
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“Faamaet” a7 “SharSt FaaTEe T {T FgT 47 8) % AT A SSAN Hil AT T [Hiase TrawrT
(v T “sTfereRT<r” ot Fgl 747 §) F q7eT UH ATMaT A & g oed Faaam (e smr
“Tag < T FFT AT §) o TA o AT qgT F MATAT “SRlee @R Fwraide e areeas (B
AN Hag FEq AIAT AT Scare” oft wgT T ) F ATl & gated Uk Taagadhiiy
Q[ ST 26T [T HLA 1 Are T T €

2. SEEH T AT AT ¢ 6 H9g 290 F A & A9GT agf § [AAd qag awg B Aar
AT T W AT § Aieaet YT HHdl 9% AT | AT 63T ST 227 ¢ s 39 areaas &
2T W&l g 3T arearad & & @a<l g AT a5 39 ¥ a5 a€q & A7d 9 ATTH ATt e
T 7 STere o T 2

% f=mdie Sore
3. T A ¥ =i Starg “hicara® Fwaie ey Areea=” g S “fhew areedd=

7 “FoeTd FATHE FUTSE & & § AT 7 a7 g o Ffesmw Faee (Sfuet=ng) wE
e g AT, AT % AT 50% & ATF 2|

4,  FeIH FETHE THIT AT, HiceIH FaTHe (TH GiAT), ST TATeash qrHUT &

T IO AT IS U ST =T STl T Uah 07 g1 3<% [A07 &7 JRr qreee &9
H oo Fraide Ty arees= & Icaed & o wfaad arae 9% [T smar g1 T &
& 9 § H{ceIH FTATHE g AT AT ATHAT TATREH 3T 7 AT 5

5.  HicerIH FTETHE [hel¥ AT TTees Hal il [Fudrd sz« & o wrfees 3=t #
T U (AT AT 8, SHHT T&F HTd ANId T 3 TATaL0 T T (e a1 g ST [aforg
T T TATATE [Fuqry J&T FHdT gl

6. 39T SAN FooTwW Faide el WEeTa= & AN Fd g 9 Fepforr, Ao,
ASTHITET T ITAHT qeqU| Tiees # Had 0 Ffosmd Faiqe fha ared= 39 Afgs®
TSTEA AT 9dT g, SrEe ga= &t G9TaHT w7 gIdl 8, dI9 AR § a97 TgaT § i< A &t
HATAAT T gl 2l

7.  Ffead Fraide fhew AT 9dg T WIRed & Aqed H A qRadq w¢ 99T

SEhT AT Tgaeadr 3T FTF FLA il qLAqT § T 2T FT Thal gl TH I TATEeH (hed,

offe, TS, SATHTT 7S AT 7T TATIREH ATHTT (o7 TTRT FRAT STaT 2|
8. =i 3cuTe HieT gew < AfafaTw, 1975 &t qgat g & < AT 3824 99

00 % v AR ANT g1 THE AITAL Dl <F 92 38 24 99 00 F Siavid T Hd AT STTaT

gl HIHT o AR Fae qishidd g 3T adA i § AT ITE % AL T2 ATETHIE
SEL

9. ATt F TEqTE AT 8§ T aaa s o forw Scare [MEsr gedre (FEue) 97 BEm
o aT ST, S| T ATHeT €. USI(3eE)-36/2024 | WA €. 06/38/2024-SS( AT i HE&AT
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Tl FEIaATH & Floqdad Faide [hae ATt & AFTdl F Gai9d a1 Tl qTeALrey = §
Tgl Bl AIATAT AT gl TTreat F Gqi® 4 fReaw, 2024 Fit ATeF=AT g0 UL Ifearad
et S= § o ggia a¥ o o g1 S drearet S= &7 aaar o= § FEmrdiE
3T T AL GHIT 8, TN AT TaATT ST § G919 G0 TGt 1 STO9TT 3t
THAT g FATq FHfertaa i AT 3 9727 Feer@H FTaAe i JAT 6 AT I

LIRS o e
75% =3 T T+ ®
75-85% Huoitans )
85% HruEf=3 ¥ srfarw T
g, qHI_ 95

10.  sa=ei 7 arar T g & adte = g Sofad @ag aeq oY Hag a9 H Iared
A Fgr ¥ oo F=Emrie Icae & =9 #le J1q a7 T8 gl T I 3caE Aida 3%

et fFerarst, fAfRmir wbrr o s, #1 # y7En, Iore AfaEeE, g
g, Aawer sfiT Ao T aeqer & &fw Rt St AfFar Saare fererarst & 3fe &
TART g1 T FAT THATGE ST ATTOTTF T H T(ACATIAT & 3T STHITHT SHAHT Teh AL 6 €T
U YANT A gl A, TAATT T4 o TITSAT ATFRTET FIT ATAEFT g1 IcATad Hag aeq oY
HaE 397 | AT GG aq I GHIT q q9T ST 7T 2

. gag 29

11.  FAH 19 § a5 9T AFaqrH gl
T, E ST 7 Iueht vty

12. Ig Araed HUHTATSAE i THURU § Ha6 F9=a1 6T o7 & I Far g S Tt &
T IATEH 2| TG ITAT TohT 3T ¢ oF Hag 397 o Hag avq & ATIRier Ay [aiar o &iw
FENTST & & gl AGaH o qaATAT g T I FaeT HAAT Id § F=nredia 3ome & o
AT % 90% & ATEF FT IcaTaT FLdl 8l

13. HaE a5 % UH a1 ATdad A SCIEH g [Srgid 9@y g SN o (o7 AT HE&AT
9/2021 = wqad-l H FAUTHT AT W& &l gl TG ITAT AT AT g & T T8 Adah =]
STATEH AT § Hag a6 & Fod =T 3caTad #1 35% & (fah fFear a1 g1 S =71 *
ATYTT I SATAEH T ICATET GITHT o Fof T ICATET HT 25% & T8 g

14.  THE FATAT, Tg 04T 707 37 § T 21 T98 €9 T 00T T aTt w04d1 & 979 78

ATAEH T ICATET THAF 6 STUAT AHSI & A1 T | Hag aq & Fol AL ST A1 55%
T AT aaTd 2|
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15. O SN 7 a5 9 | Hag a€q il AT JEAT A7 AT /AT 21 SAaah =] ScaTaeh
AT T GHAF FAAT § | He T Hag 297 H G5 a6 F SATGHI/[FIATaFi F Farerd qal gl

16. U FAAT & ML T, VRS FIHGEIT e FId g [ e Sraiet & (HaArEdl
& =\ 6(3) & AT ufed Faw 2(F) F oref & faw 73 I &l

T, TfeaS I hTor T AT

17.  39e® 9 AT AT g % q9g 390 # dag a€q F Icrasi/Aaiast w0 Fgaa fi
AT TAT AT Tert 3T AvaTiorenTalt i IR, Sgi o Icarah/[Haias Faq g i =
qeaRl FEEr & A9 w0 g0 YeT fEanr IRT Gieatedl T a9 W g1 draaht o
TS SHA | AT I0ed §q FwrgAr, et =i Sfaawi Jor swa s wsife i

FLRIT T &t o= srfergEaTet o7 waEr B gl
T T

18.  HleHST TAT TFEqaTHRT ST Faelt FIT (TTAHITH) F T == 13 F e Faaam™
& FEEw A 10 fegaw, 2024 #1 g2 UF 79 A 9% § F=a-fawst &1 saaw foar =@ om

fEraadT aee &y feeforn wr e | foram w3 8 ) s i g F S 39 1Y
feraa = 7 fe=me R sroem)

g Gfcust sdsd

19.  STAE ZIT Y& YYHGEIT 9Ted I9Md & [ G995 97 H Hag & & IIEhi i<
ATt 1 Hag 390 § TR /AT 77 LA HHrl g1 &< o qieqiear 1 o+ fHar

2l

FAH -1 TATH A FH Goo ("TALTATT) TT AT TeTT T AT

FTA -2 ey F worfees® 3= & B & forw arees e

FTAFHH -3 JIAT 6 T FANE ATHL F e
FTAHT -4 FT Fredt & o afaqfT o T s 7 ge
FEFH -5 fAerert  forw syferr=t =T
FTAHH -6 AT daee Frdsred
FrasR -7 [Fatast & fore s =
FTAFH -8 TReer =h0T IYTT AT AT 3T
FIAHH -9 T T HLAH IAAL hl eT9AT | THerer a2 Fzeft Merert v Faer agrar
FEFH -10 FFa™ saovde 9% & Faia s
Fraw -11 e 9 g iy mefeat
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FIAHHA -12 TATAR U2 G2 @uq = o Srhfaen T9/frseft/am e w1 Iagm
FEFH -13 TATH | FH ToF T2 qH T GO TG A7 G 7 ST e § g2 47 Fwerdi

20.  IAZ ALY AT AT ¢ o 3<% whid gfeqiear 8 Fiih 390 [AaaaTa Gt a7 o7 o=
T TATHIT TR, ST T et & =i storame omfae € oY 399 a9 Hear g1 S
Rt Aeures ox sratia siw/ar wfaua el a7 SH 99g! aF | 9q /AT ITTal /AT
&t o forw ot s s g S Ao s wioega I 2

21. TAfRE WTEERr UHT 7 Aieafedl il S HLd F ATAHRT AT T & (oTvg ST 0

TTERAT o ST Ha@g a8 6 SCATET ST (AFTaeht ZIT AT TAT 3T His[@ 91T STl

. i T FTTOTeHE gaYy

22. TSI GIT TEQA AT 9T T SAN &l &fd % A & (o0 fF=me B 71w g
ATeEhl o TSI ITH AATAT il AT ATAT & 6T €9 H ¥ G2 § Icq7e 3T Tud it 32 &
FIAT ATASIHI ST A SANT IT UH AATAT o hIHd T 6 TROHETwT Afd & qag §
AT T T g Araaahi 7 <7aT 6T g T e 397 & == Scame & 9 At & #1eor

Scared, fasht, A9ar ST, ST BEET, a7, d%e @19 i g o 9% o & geg |

a1 AeaTEs T qg TATEd g3 2| 3aad o SNl &fd & @a< & 9 Irar AT g1 STrahrt
e FTA g o S0 919 & TATH FYFGEIT 9167 8 T o9 SN &l Hag <97 § FiAq Gfeast 9
SATATAT o FHTLUT ATEA A ST g2 3 AN ATEqTA & HT AT 2|

#. SEqATHIRT {e ST it el
23.  HYA IUN FIT T (ATead & & qieATTohd ATGaT 6 e 92 T qaF 9T % A

sraT agl  aifaa GeEmrdfe Sce F s, 2 SR & &afd & UF Hid
TSR ST AT & S FHILOTCHE e & J< H AL AN T T&qq TIHGZIT A1 %
ATYTT IT T Tl AL HLA 6 1% 1T HIATST FAHTEAT 6 (FIT 6 F AT 15T AT T 6T €T
9 & AT VAT TAZRT TaG <97 o oA i o2@T agl § WAdq dag aeq & dae § Fher
AT AlAS IR hT HIS[EIT, AT 3T T & (FLi0r & oI ofiT Sfaaqadent<s g &l Ut
TTfer o TS AT S0 a7 =] STRT HT g ATd Hl THIH FA 6 (o0 G g, =l FRrnrier
T o ToIT ST T ST % g

qT. T Freaty

FAAT ST & o0 = 67 safer 1 375, 2023 & 30 5, 2024 (15 #&iA) gl &fd =

srafer 1 et 2020 ¥ 31 919, 2021, 1 %<1, 2021 & 31 719 2022, 1 1%« 2022 7 31 914
2023 ST YT3TsMs T R AT 7 I8 AT aqrar & STrasrter siees e a7y THuauas
gl o1, 12 Weld (ATE 2023 — [ 2024) #FT = 7afer a2 o= #3d & AW oy sfisg J9me

FLA H AR ATAGILE FISATSAT BT FAMh T8 [T &7 FoRT @1 auf | GaAT HahredT
Fufera gl streeat ° arar T g fF S99 & stfdreter st e =7 9 e 9w fifvg
TETLAT ATAT B
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z. gfear

24. T S | AT REwrEe F Faw 7 F s gen-fatta Bt w1 g G
SO

3. QAT IS HT
25. WA &1 99%d 99 -9 9qi adg16-dgtr@gov.in; <adv11-dgtr@gov.in; jd11-
dgtr@gov.in =¥ dirl4-dgtr@gov.in 9% T-H & ATEAH § 9ol S AU Tg AT AT

ST =TT & g2y 1 auiArers fZeT fETU®/THuE 9e8 wTHe | i AhsT i w1gd UH
U TaEd BTHE | @Il ST TR gl

26. Tag 9 H AT IcATaH/AATAHT, AT H ITF qATATH F AT Helg 397 I TR 37T
qT § Tag aeq o Faferd e S qTel ATashi A TAFT Fl 57 Afee==T § Sfoafed
THT HHT F a0 ST AT T6qd FF 6 (70 (T F gh=a ham S 227 g1 UEt a8
AT =6 9 [EAT ATAL=AT, HE ST HFATae’ oY ITTEwr T ST @] 4TI garat §
fafea & sii ad & yeqa it e AR

27. &I 97 RBaag v | =0 S g A= # sfeafua qwg e & Jiaw =9
ST QBT SATEEaT, HIATST MaATEe! S IEhr g7 S A0 AT AT g7 [t
B ST T § 36 S § TG A9 AU TEIT HL qhaT 2|

28. WIS & THET &l AT AL FIA AT Thell TAFRT H A BAdE TERET Tl
TS LI o ToIT IERT SIAAT 9T T FHLAT STUTerd gl

29. TRaaq veqsIl &1 ot 7g Aaer faam sar § & =9 <= & "@afaq ot serae g=ar ao
AT T woRAT o forT o rfersrTd it sttt aaHTse hitps://www.dgtr.gov.in/ &1 fFafaa &
q TE@d 73 |

3. gug HEr

30. T = | H&Tdd s a1 Hreiel FaamEet & a9 7(4) % dqEm ieewss g
TH TAAT &I 9o ST A7 Fatas o1 & It=a aemtaes gfaEte & 7o s i ara @ 30 &=t
% Wfiqe -8 udi adg16-dgtr@gov.in; <adv11-dgtr@gov.in; jd11-dgtr@gov.in 3 dir14-
dgtr@gov.in 9T T-H & ATEAH & WSil ST ATl ATe Bigd 87T €T & Hiae File g7 qTed
Tel BIAT g AT IToq AT TN FrAT g ol AMAFRET Haret FaATeet’ & aqa anie § Iusy
TEAT o ATLTE IL I T T T FT Tohed gl

31. oA RBaag T Fl TIgT qaTg < A1dt g & F aaa 7 § oaq Ba (R &
TR Fied) i AT & T A YFAT ATEHAAT % TR 6t arire 7 30 ot & iz wearaett

FT AT I9L T5d w2

32. gl #is Ba9E TR AqUd T Hd 6 (o0 ATA AT 9T 0 7T HdT g, dgf 39

H=T FaHmEet Maw 7(4) % JqaT UH 997 [ &7 937 w0 JqMT R i UHET
I TH ATIGAAT § i a7 H\T & Hia< /A =T A1 vl
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T IO STET 9 GRAAT TS HEAL

33. I = H STl Fle TEARTE AT AT FLAT g T TR o THE TAAT AT
I AT T FAT 8, dgi UH TeAHT il AIEAST (FIHael & =I7 8(2) F ATATT T T Haer

H TR SR ST &1 SATITE AT o SATHTL UHT FAAT T Ueh ST 3797 |7 | T
FEAT FUTAT Bl

34, UH FAET U VAT Y IT T € H MK IT "W T T F SATha gAT
ATRU| UH e o AT YT | TR0 0 Tt STarer &l ITTeERT<r gTT SNaw 13 HIAT ST
ST TSR o7 [Raag TeraTel &l UH SIrel T HLIe0 e &l Taid oo % (o &a=T gl

35. O fer H UHT FHEQ GAAT ATHHA g1 ST EATATEAE B F MO g /A7 UHt Firg
FT AT 59 T=Tar g UHT EAT & MO g1 HT J[ET AT T4 g1 UE g Seen
TATATIA® & | AT ZI T AT 6 AT 3T § AT 9 AT (578 37 AL F a0 g 7

TaT 3T T €, % " § SH AT & YSAr & (0 Sacd AT & A1 396 IO HT Th
fFrawor S AT srdrfera g o Ut =T F7 Tehed FAT A5l TRAT ST Fohat 2

36. fRdaE Te®Rl T oqd TAAT & SRS o7 § I TAAT orefeh I1¢ H T 7ar &7
Zrar o T 2, I R T=d gu sfeeTe: gEas At REa SiEt S (S EaE AT 999 T
1) AT AT T 1T GAAT o6 T AT 9T T 3T ST TA T SATFIT 24T STTerd gl

37.  SMAT AT 9ATT fAeqa gMT A0 SEd =T e 9% Joqd f T T
oo a&q &7 THET &1 H GHAT ST Toh| AT, SMqaTias TieAfaai § T a1 Tqd
LA AT TAFHIT H Tg AT g o UET AT T AT Tl g1 ThdT g 30T AT [Haaaet
& a9 8 i st 3T ST =T SATI TAATe % SAqAT TR il Jq8 6 S 9
TH IO T AT (a0 STEQA HLAT AT U [ A1 F41 THS Tal gl

38. TRaaE TAFR TH S [EAT ATLAAT % I GLRTR 6 AT FEATAST o STIA T
ster o AT it arrE & 91q oAt (7 &A1) % fraw STt & TaAaqr & @ F qae § T T
feea o Joqa < 99d &

39.  UEQA GAAT & TR il S Hd I TAA AT o AL Tl TR TR AT AT RTT
T AT | TTE TTTEHET TH qTq T T @ 1o T AAT T AL TUTAT Agl g T TG FAAT

TETAT |THTT AT A9 €T H AT Hl qTasT(+F FLd AT 396 Tohed il TTEHFT FLed FT

A=geh g af o UET AT hl TA<ET FT TFd gl

40.  TTHF SR 3ter  faa7 a7 HEAEt Femmaet & 9 8 i arfeehr gy 9 3=
SATITE. AT o SATATE TIIA AT o I o TATST HILT 6 (a0 & faar fhu 1w et sy
T ITTEERTET g fofte § 2t foram stroem)

41.  JTTETET Tacd gadT il TMAAar 6l Aaedhdl § Hqoe gid 3T 36 TR HiLd & a1
UHT AT T I AT TAHTL o TISE AT 6 9T (ohe T TEAHTL I IHAT Tohed qgl BT

z. 1 I e 7 e 1 W 5
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42.  US(ohd [BaaE TeHT 6l U At 39 a9 § TH AL 6 9T SIS elay i da9rse 9%
ATATE T ST T o -0 o ATeqT & THT o777 Taag Tl Hl (0T ST FT I
AT THA o T A F| AUG/IqY/TAAT 6 AT ST Al TRATAT Al Hwed 97 et
a9 T &l AFGT N ATHT ST THaT & |

U HEEANT

43. Ff ¢ RBaag v TF Gd daty F faT Sraedd qTHAT 37 F /AT FA7 ¢ AT SH

T AT IUASH gl HLAT g T AT H AT ATT STAAT g a7 ATTEHTET ITAse TSIV oh ATLTT
U I ST TIOTTH TS T Fohl & AT sheg GLRTE FT TG BRI T Tt 1

Fqur o, fAfde grfEsr

MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(Department of Commerce)
(Directorate General of Trade Remedies)
New Delhi the 27" December 2024

INITIATION NOTIFICATION

Case No. CVD(OI)- 03/2024
Subject: Initiation of Countervailing Duty investigation concerning imports of Calcium
Carbonate Filler Masterbatch from Vietnam

1. F. No0.6/39/2024-DGTR Compounds and Masterbatch Manufacturers Association of India (hereinafter
collectively referred to as “CMMAI”) and Masterbatch Manufacturers Association (hereinafter
collectively referred to as “MMA”) (hereinafter collectively referred to as “applicants” or “petitioners”)
has filed an petition before the Designated Authority (hereinafter referred to as the “Authority”), on
behalf of the domestic industry, in accordance with the Customs Tariff Act, 1975, as amended from
time to time (hereinafter also referred to as the “Act”) and the Customs Tariff (Identification,
Assessment and Collection of Countervailing Duty on Subsidized Articles and for Determination of
Injury) Rules, 1995, as amended from time to time (hereinafter also referred to as the “Rules” or the
“CVD Rules”) for initiation of an countervailing duty investigation concerning imports of “Calcium
Carbonate Filler Masterbatch” (hereinafter referred to as the “subject goods” or the “product under
consideration”), originating in or exported from Vietnam (hereinafter referred to as the “subject
country”).

2. The applicants have alleged that the subject goods are being imported into India, originating in or
exported from the subject country at subsidized prices in significant quantities for a prolonged period,
causing material injury and threat of material injury to it and have requested for imposition of
countervailing duty on the import of the subject goods from the subject country.

A. PRODUCT UNDER CONSIDERATION

3. The product under consideration in the present investigation is "Calcium Carbonate Filler Masterbatch"
which is also known as "Filler Masterbatch" or "Calcium Carbonate Compound” wherein Calcium
Carbonate (CaCO3) is major constituent i.e., more than 50% by volume.
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4.

10.

Calcium Carbonate Filler Masterbatch is a mix of calcium carbonate (a mineral), base plastic materials
like polypropylene or polyethylene, and other additives. The said mixture is extruded at a certain
temperature to produce the Calcium Carbonate Filler Masterbatch in compound granules form. The
PUC majorly constitutes calcium carbonate, with the rest being plastics and other additives.

Calcium Carbonate Filler Masterbatch is a special material used in the plastic industry for enhancement
of properties of plastic items. Its main job is to be a cost effective and eco-friendly filler imparting
specific physical and chemical properties.

Many industries use Calcium Carbonate Filler Masterbatch, such as packaging, construction,
automotive and consumer goods. When added to plastics, Calcium Carbonate Filler Masterbatch can
make them stronger, less likely to break, better at keeping their shape, and less likely to shrink.

Calcium Carbonate Filler Masterbatch can also change how plastic feels on the surface, how it handles
heat, and how easy it is to work with. It is often used to make plastic films, sheets, pipes, shaped items,
and other plastic goods.

The product under consideration is classifiable under tariff item 3824 99 00 of the first schedule to the
Customs Tariff Act, 1975. Major imports are cleared under tariff item 3824 99 00. The customs
classification is indicative only and is not binding on the scope of the product under consideration in
the present petition.

The applicants have proposed that the Product Control Numbers (PCNs) for the present investigation
may be considered as already adopted in the ongoing anti-dumping investigation concerning imports of
Calcium Carbonate Filler Masterbatch from Vietnam bearing file number F. No. 06/38/2024 — DGTR in
Case No. AD(OI)-36/2024. The Authority has decided on the PCN Methodology in the above-
mentioned anti-dumping investigation vide notification dated 4™ December 2024. Since the scope of
product under consideration in the anti-dumping investigation and present investigation is same, the
Authority considers it appropriate to adopt the same PCN methodology in the present investigation, i.e.,
on the basis of calcium carbonate content with following three categories:

Criteria PCN Code
Less than 75% CaCO3 A
75-85% CaCO3 B
More than 85% CaCO3 C
LIKE ARTICLE

The applicants have claimed that there are no known differences between the subject goods produced
by the Indian industry and the product under consideration produced and exported from the subject
country. The two products are comparable in terms of essential product characteristics such as physical
and chemical characteristics, manufacturing process and technology, functions and uses, product
specifications, pricing, distribution and marketing and tariff classification of the goods. The two are
technically and commercially substitutable and are used by consumers interchangeably. Hence, for the
purpose of the present investigation, the subject goods produced by the applicants are being treated by
the Authority as ‘like article’ to the subject goods being imported from the subject country.
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C. SUBJECT COUNTRY

11. The subject country in the present investigation is Vietnam.

D. DOMESTIC INDUSTRY AND STANDING

12. The application has been filed by CMMAI and MMA on behalf of the member companies that are
domestic producers of PUC. It has been claimed that most of the Indian manufacturers of the subject
goods are small and in the unorganized sector. The applicant has stated that its member companies
constitute more than 90% of the total production of product under consideration in India.

13. There are twelve applicant domestic producers of subject goods who have filed the required
information in Annexure-1 to Trade Notice 9/2021 for fragmented industries. It has been claimed that
these twelve applicant domestic producers comprise more than 35% of the total domestic production of
subject goods in India. On the basis of the information available, the applicant’s production constitutes
more than 25% of the total domestic production of PUC.

14. Further, it has been claimed that the twelve applicant domestic producers along with the twenty-one
expressly supporting companies who have provided the required data in supporters’ format constitute
more than 55% of the total domestic production of subject goods in India.

15. The domestic industry has imported miniscule quantities of subject goods from subject country. None
of the applicant domestic producers and expressly supporting companies are related to producers/
exporters of subject goods in subject country.

16. On the basis of the information available, the Authority notes prima facie the applicants constitute
“domestic industry” under within the meaning of Rule 2(b) read with Rule 6(3) of the CVD Rules.

E. ALLEGATION OF SUBSIDIZATION

17. The applicants have alleged that the producers/ exporters of the subject goods in the subject country
have benefitted from the actionable subsidies provided by various levels in the Government of
Vietnam, including the Governments of the different provinces and municipalities in which the
producers/ exporters are located, and other ‘Public Bodies’. The applicants have relied upon relevant
Laws, Rules and Regulations and other notifications of the relevant Government Agencies and Public
Bodies as available in the public domain.

F. CONSULTATION

18. In terms of Article 13 of the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (ASCM), the

opportunity for consultation was given to the Government of Vietnam by scheduling a pre consultation
meeting on 10" December 2024.The comments received from the Vietnamese government have been
taken on record and the same will be duly taken into consideration during the course of the
investigation
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G.

19.

20.

21.

22.

SUBSIDY PROGRAMS

The prima facie evidence provided by the applicants shows that the producers and exporters of the
subject goods in the subject country have benefitted from a number of subsidies granted by the
Government and/ or other public bodies in the subject country.

Program - 1 Supply of limestone at Less Than Adequate Remuneration (“LTAR”)
Program - 2 Master Plan for Development of Vietnam’s Plastic Industry

Program - 3 Exemption on corporate income tax for enterprises

Program - 4 Import duty exemption on reimbursement for raw material

Program - 5 Preferential lending for investors

Program - 6 Export Promotion Program

Program - 7 Preferential lending to the exporters

Program - 8 Interest rate of investment credit loans

Program - 9 On investment support on foreign investors who invested on establishing small and
medium scale enterprises

Program - 10 Export credits from the Vietnam Development Bank
Program - 11 Financial Guarantees by Vietin Bank
Program - 12 Provision for Natural gas /electricity/coal for power consumption to LTAR

Program - 13 Government provision of land for less than adequate remuneration and exemptions or
reductions from land and water rents

It has been alleged that the above schemes are subsidies since they involve a financial contribution
from the Government of Vietnam or other regional or local governments, including public bodies and
confer benefits to the recipients. They also alleged to be contingent upon export performance and/ or
limited to certain enterprises or groups of enterprises and/ or products and/ or regions, therefore, are
specific and countervailable.

The Designated Authority reserves the right to investigate other subsidies, which may be found to exist
and availed by the producers and exporters of the subject goods, during the course of the investigation.

INJURY AND CAUSAL LINK

Information furnished by the applicants has been considered for assessment of injury to the domestic
industry. The applicants have furnished evidence regarding the injury as a result of the alleged
subsidization in the form of significant volume of subsidized imports in absolute as well as in relative
terms in comparison to the production and consumption in India and price effect of such imports on the
domestic industry. The applicants have claimed that its performance has been adversely impacted in
respect of production, sales, capacity utilisation, market share, profits, cash profits and return on capital
employed due to the significant imports of the product under consideration from the subject country.
The applicant has also claimed a further threat of material injury. The Authority notes that there is
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23.

J.

sufficient prima facie evidence that the domestic industry has suffered material injury and a further
threat of material injury due to the alleged subsidized imports from the subject country.

INITIATION OF COUNTERVAILING DUTY INVESTIGATION

On the basis of the duly substantiated written application filed by the domestic industry, and having
satisfied itself, on the basis of the prima facie evidence submitted by the domestic industry, about the
subsidization of the product under consideration originating in or exported from the subject country,
injury to the domestic industry and causal link between such alleged subsidization and injury, and in
accordance with section 9 of the Act read with Rule 6 of the CVD Rules, the Authority, hereby, initiates
an investigation to determine the existence, degree and effect of any alleged subsidization in respect of
the subject goods originating in or exported from the subject country and to recommend the amount of
countervailing duty, which if levied, would be adequate to remove the injury to the domestic industry.

PERIOD OF INVESTIGATION

The period of investigation for the present investigation is from 1% April 2023 to 30" June 2024 (15
months). The injury investigation period will be 1% April 2020 to 31 March 2021, 1% April 2021 to 31%
March 2022, 1%t April 2022 to 31 March 2023 and the POI. Petitioner has further stated that most of the
applicants and supporters are MSMEs. Therefore, the consideration of 12 months (July 2023 — June 2024)
as period of investigation would result in significant practical difficulties for preparation of the costing data,
as it would require culling information for two separate financial years. The applicants have claimed that
majority of them are relatively small companies having limited resources.

K.

24,

25.

26.

27.

PROCEDURE

The principles as stipulated under Rule 7 of the CVD Rules shall be followed in the present
investigation.

SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION

All communication should be sent to the Authority via email at email addresses adgl6-dgtr@gov.in;
advll-dgtr@gov.in; jd11-dgtr@gov.in and dirl4-dgtr@gov.in. It should be ensured that the narrative
part of the submission is in searchable PDF/MS Word format and data files are in MS Excel format.

The known producers/exporters in the subject country, the Government of the subject country through
its embassy in India, the importers and users in India who are known to be associated with the subject
goods are being informed separately to enable them to file all the relevant information within the time
limits mentioned in this notification. All such information must be filed in the form and manner as
prescribed by this initiation notification, the CVD Rules and the applicable trade notices issued by the
Authority.

Any other interested party may also make its submissions relevant to the investigation in the form and
manner prescribed by this initiation notification, the CVD Rules and the applicable trade notices issued
by the Authority within the time-limit mentioned in this initiation notification.


mailto:adg16-dgtr@gov.in
mailto:adv11-dgtr@gov.in
mailto:jd11-dgtr@gov.in
mailto:dir14-dgtr@gov.in

[¢TRT |—@ue 1] T T TSI © T 13

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Any party making any confidential submission before the Authority is required to make a non-
confidential version of the same available to the other interested parties.

Interested parties are further advised to keep a regular watch on the official website of the Authority
http://www.dgtr.gov.in/ for any updated information with respect to this investigation as well as further
processes related to the investigation.

. TIME LIMIT

Any information relating to the present investigation should be sent to the Authority via email at the
email addresses adgl6-dgtr@gov.in; advll-dgtr@gov.in; jd11-dgtr@gov.in and dirl4-dgtr@gov.in
within thirty days from the date on which it was sent by the Authority or transmitted to the appropriate
diplomatic representative of the exporting country as per of Rule 7(4) of the CVD Rules. If no
information is received within the prescribed time limit or the information received is incomplete, the
Authority may record its findings on the basis of the facts available on record in accordance with the
CVD Rules.

All the interested parties are hereby advised to intimate their interest (including the nature of interest)
in the instant matter and file their guestionnaire responses within 30 days from the date of publication
of Initiation notification.

Where an interested party seeks additional time for filing of submissions, it must demonstrate sufficient
cause for such extension in terms of Rule 7(4) of the CVD Rules and such request must come within
the time stipulated in this notification.

SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION ON CONFIDENTIAL BASIS

Where any party to the present investigation makes confidential submissions or provides information
on a confidential basis before the Authority, it is required to simultaneously submit a non-confidential
version of such information in terms of Rule 8(2) of the CVD Rules and in accordance with the
relevant trade notices issued by the Authority in this regard.

The submissions must be clearly marked as "confidential" or "non-confidential" at the top of each page.
Any submission which has been made to the Authority without such markings shall be treated as "non-
confidential” information by the Authority, and the Authority shall be at liberty to allow the other
interested parties to inspect such submissions.

The confidential version shall contain all information which is by nature confidential and/or other
information which the supplier of such information claims as confidential. For information which are
claimed to be confidential by nature or the information on which confidentiality is claimed because of
other reasons, the supplier of the information is required to provide a good cause statement along with
the supplied information as to why such information cannot be disclosed.

The non-confidential version of the information filed by the interested parties is required to be a replica
of the confidential version with the confidential information preferably indexed or blanked out (in case
indexation is not feasible) and such information must be appropriately and adequately summarized
depending upon the information on which confidentiality is claimed.

The non-confidential summary must be in sufficient detail to permit a reasonable understanding of the
substance of the information furnished on a confidential basis. However, in exceptional circumstances,
the party submitting the confidential information may indicate that such information is not susceptible
to summary, and a statement of reasons containing a sufficient and adequate explanation in terms of


http://www.dgtr.gov.in/
mailto:adg16-dgtr@gov.in
mailto:adv11-dgtr@gov.in
mailto:jd11-dgtr@gov.in
mailto:dir14-dgtr@gov.in
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

P.

43.

Rule 8 of the CVD Rules and appropriate trade notices issued by the Authority, as to why such
summarization is not possible must be provided to the satisfaction of the Authority.

The interested parties can offer their comments on the issues of confidentiality claimed in the
submissions, within seven days (7 days) from the date of circulation of the non-confidential version of
the documents in terms of relevant paragraph of this initiation notification.

The Authority may accept or reject the request for confidentiality on examination of the nature of the
information submitted. If the Authority is satisfied the request for confidentiality is not warranted or if
the supplier of the information is either unwilling to make the information public or to authorize its
disclosure in generalized or summary form, it may disregard such information.

Any submission made without a meaningful non-confidential version thereof or without a good cause
statement in terms of Rule 8 of the CVD Rules and appropriate trade notices on the confidentiality
claim shall not be taken on record by the Authority.

The Authority on being satisfied and accepting the need for confidentiality of the information provided,
shall not disclose it to any party without specific authorization of the party providing such information.

INSPECTION OF PUBLIC FILE

A list of registered interested parties will be uploaded on the DGTR's website along with the request
therein to all of them to email the non-confidential version of their submissions to all other interested
parties. Failure to circulate non-confidential version of submissions/response/information might lead to
consideration of an interested party as non-cooperative.

NON-COOPERATION

In case where an interested party refuses access to, or otherwise does not provide necessary information

within a reasonable period, or significantly impedes the investigation, the Authority may record its
findings on the basis of the facts available to it and make such recommendations to the Central
Government as deemed fit.

DARPAN JAIN,Designated Authority
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